
THE MASKS OF 

ANCIENT GREEK

THEATRE



THE GREEK TERM FOR MASK IS “PERSONA”



HOW DO WE KNOW THEY USED MASKS?

• The evidence comes from archaeological discoveries, such as vases that depicted the use of masks by actors.

• (By the way, the Greek word for actor is “hypokrite”, which means “wearer of masks.”



WHAT DID THEY LOOK LIKE?

• Masks were helmet-like and covered the entire face and head.

• There were holes for the eyes and mouth.

• They had an integrated wig made of human or animal hair.


